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		     of the WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES


	“Dr. S. Pope Brown, Potsdam, Recalls 53 Years’ Practice”

	  “The experiences of a ‘country doctor’ back in the horse and buggy
	 days’ were recalled yesterday by Potsdam’s oldest practicing 
	physician, Dr. S. Pope Brown, who is resigning as village health 
	officer after serving 36 years. Dr. Brown, who observed his 77th 
	birthday a week ago today, is well known throughout northern 
	New York for his medical practice extending over the past 53 
	years. ... will continue his private practice.
	  During the early years of his practice, Dr. Brown had three horses, 
	a carriage and a driver with which he covered the rural sections of 
	Potsdam. Recalling many of those experiences, he related that at 
	various times the roads were in a bad or almost impassable 
condition, due to mud or snow. He recalled calling on a patient at Lawrenceville during a bad snowstorm. The village is about nine 
	miles from Potsdam, and after discovering that they could not make 
	the return trip to Potsdam that night, they were forced to put up for 
	the night at a hotel at Lawrenceville.
	  ‘You wouldn’t have to do a thing like that now,’ he pointed out.
	‘You would manage to cover the nine miles with an automobile.’
	Dr. Brown estimated that he has officiated at the birth of at least
	1,500 babies during his practice.
	  ‘Babies were born in the home in the old days,’ he added, and
	recalled making hurried trips into remote sections many times.
	  Speaking of contagious diseases in Potsdam in the past, Dr. Brown
	recalled that a physician, whom he did not name, had a patient 
	whom he believed had typhoid fever, but later it developed into
	small pox.
	  ‘The patient had recently been in Canada, where he had evidently
	contacted the disease,’ he said.
	  ‘When this doctor attended the patient, he was wearing a long
	overcoat which he later hung up in the barn. The next spring, a hired
	man asked for and was given the coat, with the result that he came 
	down with small pox soon afterward. There were seven cases of
	small pox in Potsdam and three died of the disease. It was during 
	this epidemic that the ‘pest house’ was built in the field north of the village.’
	  Dr. Brown recalled that he was a ‘horse and buggy doctor’ for 25
	years and was one of the first men in Potsdam to purchase an
	automobile, his first car being an Oakland.
	  ‘I needed a car badly at that time,’ he said as there was a great deal
	of typhoid around, and I found that I could do a lot more work with
	a car.’
	  He recalled that during his first years in Potsdam, typhoid pre-
	vailed most of the time, as it was before sewers were installed in
	the village, and the drinking water was polluted.
	  ‘We called it ‘Potsdam malarial fever’, ‘ he said. ‘After the sewer
	system was installed, the fever was checked. Our drinking water
	today in Potsdam is pure. It is filtered and chlorinated, and it is free
	from germs.’



   Dr. Sidney Pope Brown was born in New Berlin, New York, on 
          June 12, 1870, graduated from the former Potsdam State Normal 
School in 1891, and received his degree in medicine at the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1894. He spent the rest of his life practicing in 
Potsdam, with the exception of service in World War I. He was 
married in 1896 to Miss Ruby Welsh, an 1896 graduate of Normal
school. They had two children, Alice and Garry. After Ruby passed
away in  1926 he married Miss Pauline Forrester from Hammond. 
Dr. Brown passed away August 3, 1948.
